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to find the Peison to be one of their own Country Men, and much moie
when he told them his Misfortunes, and how long he had been alone on
that Island. They clothed him and fed him, and carried him to Maccao,
where I saw him in Anno 1703. and had the Account from his own Mouth.

But It is Time to return back to Couchw-chma, which about three or four
Centuries ago, was but a Province of Tonqmn, at least they were both
under the Dominion of one King, who dying without Issue, divided the
Government of his Dominions between a Brother and a Sister of his,
whom he very much esteemed for their good Qualities. He ordered his
Biolhei to icsidc in Coucfun-china, and take Care of Affairs there, while the
Sister took Care of the Government of Tonqmn, but to have a Meeting
once a Year to consider and consult of Matters foi the Good of the State.

The Lady being young, thought fit to marry, and the Harmony of
State soon ended by the Marriage. The Husband grew ambitious, and
wanted the Govcinmcnt wholly in his own Hands, but carried fair with
his Brother in Law, and one Time talking with the Queen of the Necessity
of uniting both Kingdoms into one, as formerly, and that of Right both
belonged to her, as being posscst of the most ancient and noble Kingdom,
and that in order to get both Kingdoms into her Hands, he would find
a Way to cut off her Brother, without Suspicion of their being accessory
to it. The Queen, seeming to approve of the Design, privately let her
Brother know his Danger; being then at the Court of Tonqmn, she advised
him to pretend to go a hunting for a few Days, but to make what Haste
he could unto his own Government, where he might be secure from
Conspiracies 011 his Life, which Advice he followed, and got safe into
Couchtn-chtna, and calling a Council of his Nobles, related the whole
Affair to them.

The Couchm-chinese took the designed Injury to their Prince, so ill, that
from that Time they renounced all Friendship and Commerce with the
Tonqumeis, and the River Quambin being made the Bounds of Tonqmn
Dominions to the Southward, and of Couchin-china to the Northward,
they both raised Armies of 40 or 50000 Men each, and they continue
still facing one another, the River lying between them, and nothing of
Action has happened all this while. If any Couchm-chinese happens to flee
from the Justice of his own Country, to the Tonqmners, they receive him
kindly, and treat him civilly, but if a Tonqmner fall under the same Cir-
cumstances, and go for Sanctuary to the Couchm-chinese, he is condemned
to Slavery, and so must continue till he gets a Pardon from his own Court,
and pay his Ransom.

Tonquin is the next Kingdom I must steer to of Course, where the English